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ADVERTISEMENT. 


No affecation of novelty, or deſire of being 
officious ; no contemptible vanity ; or attempt at 
crude innovation, gave riſe to the following LETTER, 
but the mere impulſe, it is hoped, of good - will to 
all men. That, with reſpect to the alarming and 
increaſing expence of living, we are in a great 
criſis, no reaſonable doubt can be entertained, 
The price of labour and the price of proviſion have 
not kept in an equal ratio ; every day they become 
more diſtant ; and, unleſs ſome radical mode is 
adopted, and quickly, conſequences may enſue of a 
nature highly dangerous to the Britiſh Empire. It 
15 the bounden duty of every good Citizen to come 
forward and exert himſelf in danger, whether in 


act, or in deed ; and, it he conducts himſelf tem- 


perately, judiciouſly, and from the pure motive of 


regard for mankind, it is preſumed, that he is fairly 
entitled to candour and protection. 


Unfortunately, 


1 R 
— —: . — — 56 — * — — 
: 9 * — «423 — * 
1 I 4 p | "ag * > * * 9 — — * 2 A 
- = * Ci 4 4 : 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


Unfortunately, we live in an age when every 
thing that is publiſhed ſeems to provoke cenſure, . 
if it is in the leaſt a deviation from the good old 
track; it is hunted as fair prey, denounced as ſome- 
thing dangerous, or innovating, and condemned by 
bell, book, and candle; not becauſe it is falſe or 
dangerous, but becauſe it is new. | 


But. this conſideration muſt not depreſs, but 
ſtimulate, activity; men are not to be deterred by 
fallacy, in whatever ſhape it may come; they muſt 
not be frightened, unleſs by vice or immorality, or 
when the Jaws are violated ; they ſhould perſevere 
firmly, while the public good is the baſis of action, 
and puſh fairlyfor the honeſt diſcharge of their duty, 
and the rational commendation of mankind. 


A PLAN 


A PLAN 
FOR REDUCING THE 


PRICE OF BREAD, &c. 


2 great utility, long eſtabliſhed veneration, 
and very extenſive benefits reſulting to Great 
Britain from the inftitution of Friendly Societies, 
are truths too valuable to need either comment or 
argument. Formed in the boſom of ſocial order 
foſtered and matured by the protecting wing of 
Government, their effects expand widely in mercies 
to indigence and want; and, it is to be hoped, that 
they will long flouriſh in this happy Iſland with a 
reputation increaſing ; that they will never depart 
from their ſimplicity and wiſdom, but exhibit to 
mankind permanence and conſiſtency, laſting honour 
and advantge, to themſelves, and add to the glory 
of national civilization. 

As theſe Societies are at once numerous and re- 
r and compoſed generally of working people, 
elected from thoſe innumerable mafles of ſociety 
which form the great bulk of mankind in every 
country, and on whoſe labour-worn ſhoulders the 
weight of public misfortune principally reſts ; it is 
with much hope, and much confidence, that we 
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ſubmit our propoſal to them ; relying not only on 
a candid peruſal, but a ſpirited adoption of a PLan 
which comes home to every n. buſineſs and 
boſom; which will moſt certainly defeat the machi- 
nations of avarice, check the ſordid monopolizer, 
and ſpread a ſudden joy over the pale viſage of want 
and deſpondency. | 

It is futile to enquire the cauſe of the alarming 
high price of every neceffary of life ; one ſays this 
is the cauſe, another ſays that is the cauſe ; ſome 
accuſe monopoly, ſome taxation; ſome accuſe the 
elements ; the ſummers are always too hot, or too 
cold ; it the ſun ſhines, the farmer declares the wheat 
is all burnt up; if it rains, that it is all waſhed away. 
Laſt year, a pretended ſcarcity made it dear; and, in 
the preſent, when the never failing and merciful 
bounty of Providence has poured its abundance for 
the ſuffering poor, the quartern loaf is fold for 
ſeventeen-pence three farthings !— Thus, we are 
every way ina predicament ; there is no eſcape from 
accumulating expence :—if a real or pretended 
ſcarcity prevails one year, and a plentiful] harveſt the 
next, the conſequence to the peope is much the 
ſame. | 

The laborious poor, who ſuffer fo cruelly in the 
time of ſcaicity, are not conſoled in the time of 
plenty; the fact is, that the affluent in this country 
will keep the grain hoarded up in their ſtores until 
they can command what price they pleaſe to 
demand. | | 
To remedy this, or, at leaſt, to leſſen the evil, 
a number of expedients have been reſorted to; hot 
rolls in a morning, tarts and pies at dinner, have 
been done away, and other methods have been 
adopted, but thele puny efforts have been too in- 
efficient and trivial for the magnitude of the com- 
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plaint. The moſt praiſeworthy attention has been 


afforded by the Legiſlature to this moſt important 
ſubje&, and the Acts paſſed lately for the purpoſe 
of encouraging the importation of foreign wheat 
reflect credit on the ſpirit and wiſdom of thoſe 
Gentlemen who came forward on the occaſion, 
But, however pious this intention of opening the 
foreign ports for the relief of the poor, the effect has 
not been in the leaſt productive of good, or at all 
commenſurate to the means employed. Mr. Pirr, 
in delivering his ſentiments upon this ſubject, 
&* declared, that the interference of the Legiſlature 
* would open the ports of the world for our be- 
* ncfit, and that the price of bread would certainly 
& be reduced.“ 

But it does not ſeem that the talents or prophetic 
ſagacity of Mr. Pirr can command any conſe- 
quence in futuro; his prediction has totally failed; 
the ports of the world have been opencd to us, 
foreign wheat has arrived with every tide, the river 
Thames has been crowded with countleſs abun» 
dance, but, melancholy to relate, bread not only 
continues ſhamefully dear, but the public terror is 
heightened by the tear of its being ſtil] dearer, 

It is very painful to relate the failure of every 
plan that bas been adopted by individual or collec- 
tive wiſdom; by power or patriotiſm. tor the benefit 
of the people; but, certain it is, they have iaileu in 
every anitance. The narrow limits of this gub. ica- 
tion does not permit us to enumerate all the Plans 
that Have been ſuggeſtecd as a remedy, and, indeed, 
it would anſwer no other end than udd more. ſhade 
to a ſubject ſufficientiy ſunbrous already, 

It 1s a tact fully known, {+ far as celates to foreign 
wheat, that, in the ports of the Bal, we firſt f ur- 
chate ct the wheat is comparatively tritlug _ 

pare 
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pared to the full price it produces in Mark- lane: 
the difference, though fluctuating, is amazing. 
Whence then can this difference ariſe from? the 
| tonnage, freight, port duties, and ſea-expences are 
ſcarcely to be mentioned, when we know the high 
iatereſt for money produced to the ſpeculator who 
imports grain. The writer of theſe remarks, ſaw 
in the river Thames very lately a ſingle ſhip, which 
contained 11,0000 quarters of wheat! this, pro- 
digious quantity, at the ſhocking high price which 
prevails at preſent, muſt produce a nett profit of 
ſo many thouſand pounds, that we might ſuppoſe 
avarice itſelf might be glutted fairly, without re- 
ſort ing to, and profiting by, the temporary cala- 
mity of the moment. 

Great and ample profit would have accrued to 
the importer if it had been fold at a price ſome- 
what reduced. But, no; the nature of avarice is 
to be inſatiable ; however trifling the original pur- 
chaſe is, every ſordid attempt is reſorted to, to {well 
the profits beyond bounds, 

What then are the hopes of the induſtrious poor? 
they are frightened at a pretended ſcarcity one year; 
in a harveſt uncommonly bountiful they pay almoſt 
one ſhilling and five-pence for a quartern loaf ; the 
Legiſlature wiſely and humanely ſtep in, open the 
ports of the world for their reliet, but the demon of 
Avarice ſtands in the way, every avenue is barred ; a 
number of cauſes, ſeemingly oppoſite, produce the 
ſame melancholy effect. How long it will ſtand as 
it does at preſent no man can ſay; but the tragical 
effects which have begun, ſeem to call aloud for 
ſome efficient application, which may not only 
through Providence remove, but prevent the repe- 
tition of fo alarming an evil. 


From 
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From the above curſory diſſertation, we believe 
the following facts will be fully admitted: 


I. That every 8 of life throughout Great 


Britain is in the hands of the affluent, and that 
they deal it out at whatever exorbitant . price they 
pleale to demand. 

II. That the high prices of every article of ſub- 
ſiſtence are too likely to keep advancing, and out 
of the reach of the poorer claſſes of ſociety. 

III. That the moſt imperious neceſſity exiſts for 
ſome radical remedy to be immediately applied, if 
poſſible, commenſurate to the growing evil. 


The firſt of the above facts is ſo notorious, that 
it cannot eſcape the moſt indifferent obſervation. 
None but the wealthy can hoard ſuch quantities 
of grain as is ſeen in every corner of the kingdom ; 
ſpeculate immenſe ſums in importing it, and keep- 
ing it back unleſs the price is agreeable to their 
withes. It may be neceſſary here too to obſerve, 
that it is equally notorious, that not wheat and 
flour only, but every other neceffary of life is 
hoarded, and kept back from the ſame ſordid mo- 
tives; z as butter, cheeſe, coals, in particular, &c. 
the prices of which, as well as bread, are unhappily 
become ſo ſtationary, as to preclude all reaſonable 
hope of ſeeing any material reduction in price. 

In mentioning the affluent, no prejudice is meant 
towards them; we only mean the ſordid and un- 
principled part of them; no clamour is meant 
to be excited; the times are very doubtiul, and 
every man ought to ſpeak and write with caution 
and temper ; at the fame time, if the malady 1s 
not probed and inveſtigated fully, no curative ap- 
plications can be properly attempted. To —_— 

right, 


of 
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right, we muſt know what is wrong. The bread 
of the land is the. property. of the rich; and, 
we much fear, that that portion of the wealthy 
in whole hands the grain 1s lodged, do. not love 
their neighbours, ſo well as they do them- 
ſelves. 

That the prices of the immediate neceſſaries of 
life are too likely to keep advancing, there 1s too 
much reaſon to tear ; we are approaching a long 
winter, which 1s commonly the deareſt time ; and 
the continual hints from the retailers, of new ad- 
vances 1n price, are not very conſoling. The moſt 
urgent neceſſity then exiſts for reſorting to ſome 
remedy. The tumults at this moment rankling in 
the boſom of the nation, are an evil of the greateſt 
calamity to a trading country, The combinations 
amongſt the numerous claſſes of journeymen, par- 
ticularly in manutacories, to raiſe the price of their 
labour, is another evil of the greateſt moment. — 
But in theſe awful inſtances, what is the baſis of 
complaint? Is it not want ?—We dare not ſay 
much on this point; we wiſh to leave it, an pro- 
ceed to the remedy. But it is neceſſary to ſtate 
the following fact. We preſume that one of theſe 
two cucumſtances muſt ſhortly take place :—either 
that the price of labour muſt be advanced; or, the 
price of bread, and of other neceſſaries, mult be 
leſſened. | 

Wich reſpect to journeymen, their wages, in many 
caſcs, are ihe ſame now as they were twenty years 
ſince ; in the interval, the expence of living is more 
than double what it was at that period, ita man, 
with a wite and tour or five children, could barely 
live upon a guinea a weck twenty years ago, it. is. 
ſurely well worth the enquiry how ſuch a family can 
ſubſiſt now ? what'is the conſequence ? * 
an 
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and combination. It is not left to theſe people to 
make their own terms by the collective ſupport of 
each other; this is puniſhable z and they are pu- 
miſhed by impriſonment. The Legiſlative reaſon 
for this is, that the raiſing their wages will necef- 
farily raiſe the price of our exports, and, conſe- 
quently, leſſen our influence in foreign markets. 

But ſurely the queſtion is rational, what are they 

to do? it is no time to tell a hungry man that his 
clamouring for more wages will influence the fo- 
reign markets! Hunger is very imperious, and 
children very troubleſome on ſuch occaſions. 
I tf then, of the two conſequences, the raiſing the 
price of labour be impolitic and dangerous, the 
endeavour mult be to leſſen, if poſſi le, the price of 
the neceſſaries of life. If men labour, they muſt be 
fed; and this brings us immediately to our PLAN. 

It has already been mentioned, that monopoly, 
by its large capital, has been able to import large 
quantities of grain into England, at a trifling coſt; 
and that the ſame ſpirit ot monopoly, taking ad- 
vantage of the exiſting citcumſtances, bas fold it 
out at as high a rate as poſſible. We, therefore, 
propole to imitate monopoly as far as it is juſtifi- 
able. What one rich man can do, no poor man 
can perhaps; but, in the way of purchaſe, a hun- 
dred, or five hundred poor men, may, and cer- 
tainly can, carry their collective money to as good 
a market as the rich man; and by a wiſe, ſteady, 
and frugal management, at once become their own 
merchants, and defeat the monopoliſt. 

It is to the Friendly Benctit Societies that this 
piopofal is particularly addreſied; their numbers, 
reſpectability, and fituation in the rank of ſociety, 
plead -powertully tor ſupport againſt the evil com- 
plained of ; their exampie, in adopting the * 
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of buying their own corn, would act as a ſtimu- 
lus to other bodies of people, as well in wheat as 
in other neceſſaries of life. „ 

Their numbet, and peaceable behaviour renders 
them highly reſpectable; and the rank which they 
fill in ſociety, makes a plan of this ſort, or a ſimi- 
lar one, abſolutely neceſſary. The number of 
wives, and the ſtill greater number of children, 
calls loudly for relief of ſome kind. But a diffi- 
culty may be ſtarted, how is this to be done ?— 
We an{wer—as others do it. 27 

The methods of carrying the propoſal into effect 
are many. A ſhip muſt be employed by truſty and 
{ſkilful perſons, to go to thoſe foreign ports where 
the merchants ſend; the money muſt be laid out 
with judgment, the grain brought home, lodged in 
warehoules, ground, and diſtributed to the Mem- 
bers as it is wanted. T5 
Ihe ſhip might, or might not, be the property 
of the Societies; there are plenty of men of cha- 
racter in the ſea- ſervice, who would gladly under- 
take the commiſſion, and import the grain at the 
fair price; which price, indeed, might at all times 
be aſcertained many ways as a check. US 
For ſtoring it, no difficulty could ariſe, for it is 
the eaſieſt part of the plan. TH r 
For grinding and baking One mill is capable 
of working for the ſupply of many thouſands, they 
ate to be had on fair terms, by leaſe or purchaſe, 
all over the kingdom. Diſtribution might be per- 
formed by five or ſix bakers, in proper diviſions 
of the metropolis, But in town, and country, 
common experience would ſoon arrange this accord- 
ing to circumſtances. 

For the purpoſe of maturing, and managing 
ſome plan of this or ſome other kind, two, four, 
| or 
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ot atiy number occaſion required, might be deput - 
ed by a certain number a hundred ot the ſocieties, 
for. inſtance, or mote, to act for. the reſt; and 
what they do to be ſubject to the reyifion of the 
{ocieties at-large; at their quarterly meetings; or, 
if neceſſity required, at extra meetings held for 
that purpoſe, at their club-houſes. | 

. 'We will propoſe, as a mere outline, that five 
hundred ſocieties concur in this plan; each ſociety 
to depute one or two members, which might be 
formed into committees of one or two hundred 
each. Theſe five committees to meet periodically 
for general purpoſes, and to depute four out of 
each committee, of the moſt approved perſons for 
character and intelligence, to act for the whole body 
of the ſocicties concerned in the plan, 

There are many friendly ſocieties, particularly 
Shadwell and Limehouſe way, abounding with 
members well verſed in all the circumſtances of 
ſuch a trifling voyage as to the Baltic, as Dantzic, 
Revel, and many places where wheat is to be pur- 
chaſed at a low rate, from whoſe judgment and 
experience, or active zeal in ſuch a momentous 
and good cauſe, every good is to be expected. 

It will be ſeen at once, by the candid reader, 
that this propoſition is a mere ſkeleton, or hint, 
originating, it is preſumed, in the honeſt with and 
endeayour to do good: convinced, as we are, from 
a thouſand moſt impreſſive circumſtances, that 
| ſomething muſt be done immediately towards a 
remedy againſt an evil of the moſt tremendous 
aſpect. From the cooleſt reflection and turning 
our thoughts every way, we are abſolutely con- 
vinced, that the Benefit Societies might buy their 
own corn; that they might profit by the nn 
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of monopoly juſt as far as the point of Mark: lane; 
to this point the wheat arrives cheap, it is here 
that the iniquity begins, and it is here that the 


line ſhould be dra an. 
The wheat imported by order of the Societies, 
inſtead of being conſigned to the hands of mono- 
poliſts, would be carefully lodged in the hands of 
thoſe whoſe moſt pious and immediate care it would 
be—not to raiſe vaſt ſums from the ſharp neceſſi- 
ties of toil and want, but to keep it like careful 
ſtewards, at a moderate price, to the permanent 
comfort of themſelves, their wives, and growing 
offspring. — | | ISTHITY Þ 
Nor need much fear, or any, be entertained, 
that the firſt coſt would remain moderate ; for, in 
thoſe countries where wheat is purchaſed, the po- 
litical diſpenſations to the community are eſſentially 
different to what they are in ſome countries; many 
of the Governments abroad, although deſpotic, are 
ſo moderate in their impoſts, and exactions, that 
the neceſſaries of life are eaſily attainable by all. 
And again, the ſame ſimple, and frugal mode of 
living of all the claſſes of the peaſantry. in other 
countries is another ſecurity againſt the fear of any 

material riſe in the price of wheat taking place. 
On the contrary, in England, the farmer is no 
longer the plain, ſimple, frugal character he uſed 
to be in this country; oftentatiou, pride, and 
luxury, have uſurped the places of hoſpitality, and 
of thoſe moderate virtues, on which depends fo 
much real good to the individual, and to the com- 
munity. - This is one of the cauſes of the rife of 
the markets; but is it neceſſary to obſerve, that 
there are many, and more important cauſes to be 
aſſigned, which from motives of delicacy we are 
precluded from remarking. It was ſaid in the - 
t; 
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Mt; that dur buſineſs was not with the caiiſe; but 
with the temedy. This remedy we have propoſed; 
And it it is not adopted, we preſume to hope at 
leaſt that it will not be rejected without due con- 
ſideration, or without ſtimulating ſome abler pen 
to come forward at the preſent criſis. | 
But to return—when the committees were 
formed, and from them, the leſſer acting com- 
mittee deputed; the firſt object would be the eſta- 
bliſhing ſuch a fund as- would be adequate to the 
different purpoſes intended. Taking the number 
6f fociettes intending the adoption of our plan, at 
five hundred, each ſociety might advance twenty 
pounds to the acting committee; this moderate 
advance, would amount to ten thouſand pounds, 
a ſum, ve preſume, quite adequate to the intention 
of importing, ſtoring, grinding, baking, and diſ- 
tributing the bread to the members. This ſum, 
of ten thouſand pounds, would be a fluctuating 
Eapital ; and ſhould not be too much impaired ; 
but replaced from time to time, as it flowed in 
from the daily ready money; and when the fluctu- 
ating medium was found, the exact magnitude, or 
quantum ef money would be ſoon aſcertained, that 
would be neceſſary to preſerve all the agencies, and 
give energy to the undertaking. What the loaf 
ſhould be ſold for to the members. muſt be regu- 
lated by the original coſt, and by the different 
charges when imported. This, would be fluctu- 
ating, becauſe the markets are no where ſtationary 
in value; but it is a truth, moſt ſtrong and clear, 
that a quartern loaf produced by this plan, or four 
pounds, five ounces, and a half of bread, would 
come to the members at a very reduced price. 
The exact difference between the preſent price, 
fixteen pence three firthings the quartern loaf, 7 
0 50 the 
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the eventual. price of the ſame. to 


the plan propoſed it 1s. impoſble e to ſtate; but, 
from and private experiments, which have been 
made, the difference would be moſt Klecidedly of 4. 
very flattering nature. 

If it ſhould be objected, that it is Pl novel plan, 
we reply in the firſt place, that_novelty never. was, 
or ever can be a fair, or rational ground ot objection, 
unleſs other [circumſtances are 8 that may 
render a plan objectionable. In the ſecond place, 
we believe we are correct in ſtating, that it 1s not 
a novelty, but that it has been adopted. in ons of 
the northern counties, with the moſt beneficial 
effect. Indeed, why it has not been adopted ge- 
nerally is amazing, when we but for. a moment 

contemplate the alarming neceſſity, and the great 
and flattering encouragement held out by this plan, 
to all ranks of people to awake from their ſleep 
or torpid apathy, in which the whole nation ſeem 
to be at preſent plunged. As it was not neceſſary 
to obſerve any ſtudied method in ſending our pro- 
— into the world, we hope, that the buſineſs 
ended, will be ſufficiently ſeen in the rough 
draught, or outline; envugh has been ſaid to give 
2 competent idea of the intention, the further 
adjuſtment, and proportion of the ſpecific diviſions, 
would eaſily be found if the matter is e 3 
experience would ſoon — it form, zeal give it 
energy, honor and induſtry give it effect and per- 
manency. Perſons but Keke —— verſed in the 
markets of this country are well aware of the great 
difference of price between the common wholeſales 
and retails, in molt articles, particularly in the 
vegetable line, fruit, and many other neceſſaries. 
The difference of price ſingly, or by the ſcore, 
dozen, hundred, maund, fieve, &c. will furniſh a 
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leading idea towards proving. the great utility of 
our = magnitude, ſomething that embraces a 
wide circle, muſt be found to counteract the per- 
963 tendency of the preſent criſis! | the exiſting 
evil is great, and we are told this evil will be {till 
greaterz, the remedy. mult be in proportion.  _. | 

We will now juſt ſtart, an idea which is exactly 
accordant with our Plan, Some years back that, 
wholeſome and beneficial roat, the potatoe, was fold 
at the moderate rate of three pounds for a penny; 
now, the ſame. quantity and quality require the ex- 
pending four-pence; or four-pence halfpenny. This 
circumſtance 1s mentioned rather minutely, becauſe 
the bulk of the people, from convenience or pe- 
nury, always buy ſmall quantities. Now, ſuppoſe 
a piece of ground was purchaſed, held by leaſe, 
copy or freehold, or ſame ſmall incloſure, held 
moderately by the favour of that individual bene- 
volence which ſo eminently adorns this country, 
and planted by fame careful perſon as gardener, and 
Member perhaps, and the produce told out to the 
Societies, as in the plan reipecting wheat, will any 
reaſonable man doubt an inſtant of the great bene - 
fit that would indubitably reſult. The ſimple idea 
in this whole buſineſs is for any man, or body of 
men, to lay out money in ſuch a manner as to ſtop 
the article, whatever it may be, before it runs 
through ſo many hands, by which the price ad - 
vances in bulk like a ſnowball, and thus obtain 
poſſeſſion of any neceſſary at the carlieſt price, 
This fact may be elucidated by Tobacco, which, 
in the Weſt Indies colts only a few pence per pound, 
but in England, after it has run its gauntlet of prices, 
produces from the conſumer half-a-crown or three 
{billings per pound. 


We 
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We ſhall now proceed to enumerate the matiy* 
cat national advantages which muft enſue if qur 
lan is carried into effect. Many attempts have 
been made all over the Kingdom, particularly by 
the journeymen in ſhops and manufactories to ratſe” 
their wages; their plea was and is, the great ad- 
vance in the price of all the neceſſaries of life ; 
reaſoning from their neceſſities, they perhaps were 
not aware of the inconvenience relulting to their 
Country if ſuch a mode had not been repelled ;* 
the raiſing journeymen's wages to equal their de- 
mands, would have compelled the merchants to 
advance our prices at foreign markets ſo high as 
might have been detrimental to our commerce in 
the extreme. On account of the danger, and the 
combinations which they entered into, the Legiſ- 
lat ure paſſed ſome ſtrong acts as preventatives.— 
But as preventatives arreſted one danger, they left 
the other, the neceſſities ot the poor, where they 
found it : the men complained, that they could 
not live by their labour, and they combined to 
raile their wages; they were - puniſhed by impri- 
lonment for this, but the evil of want remained. 
— But, we humbly preſume, that if our Plan was 
adopted, combination, and ſtrong laws to prevent 
it, would be ſuperſeded. If the price of the dif- 
ferent articles of ſubſiſtence were reduced to a mo- 
derate rate, the people would become happy, and 
love, rather than fear, the diſpenſations of Go- 
vernment. 3 | 
In the interim, we moſt earneſtly intreat our 
readers to reſpect the laws, and to ſeck in active 
1duſtry that rational ſupport which they ſeldom 
fail to procure ; whatever combination 1s in itſelf, 
is not to be conſidered; the law has made it a 
crime, and the laws muſt be obeyed : betides, every 
IL] thinking 
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thinking man muſt be convinced of its ultimately 
injuring our manufactories, and eventually defeat- 
ing its own purpoſes. There are other, and more 
allowable means to be reſorted to to obtain the 
defired end: let a number of poor men raiſe a 
fund ; a number of poor men can thus perform 
the office of one rich man, and the effect will be 
the ſame to many as to one. The law has pre- 
vented combination, but the adoption of our Plan, 
or one of a ſimilar nature, will infallibly prevent 
the neceſſity which at firſt inſpired or provoked 
combination. 

Another, and more alarming evil, now raging 
in a great many of our trading and manufacturing 
counties, from the high price of bread, would be 
done away. The riots at Birmingham, Notting- 
bam, and other principal towns, are all founded 
on the cry of want : of all complaints, ſurely the 
moſt perſuaſive, affecting, and moſt urgent in its 
demand for protection and commiſeration. 

As matters ſtand, bread is abſolutely unattain- 
able in ſufficient quantity for ſupporting the func - 
tions of life in the laborious poor. It ought to be 
told, that the public may have the whole caſe be- 
fore them, that thouſands, with wives and numer- 
ous families, earn no more by their labour than 
ſeventeen ſhillings per week, ſome ſixteen, ſome 
thirteen, and many, even in London, toil ſrom fix 
in the morning until eight or nine o'clock at night, 
the whole week, for twelve ſhillings, or leſs. 

As it is not in the nature of wiſdom to require 
impoſſibilities, as no creature can eat without the 
Tequiſite means, the plain honeſt queſtion 15—how 
in theſe inſtances can mankind ſubſiſt? Shall we 
become Egyptian taſkmaſters, and ſay, ** ye are idle, 
you ſhall make bricks without firaw !'* Shall yo 
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fay to labour, you muſt work without bread ? this 
futely is impoMble, it would be abſurd and inhu- 
man. A man, with a wife and four or five chil» 
dren, will require much about eight quartern loaves 
for the week, and this is no great allowance ; eight 
quartern loaves will now coſt eleven ſhillings and 
two-pence ; this ſum, for one article, for one week, 
to'a man who earns only about twelve in the week, 
is ſuch a huge proportion of his poor weekly ſtock, 
as to leave nothing for the long liſt of thoſe neceſ 
faries which are eſſentially and indiſputably requi- 
ſite to preſerve exiſtence. BREAD is emphatically 
termed THE STAFF OF LITE; nor would it be 
poſſible to characteriſe it by a better figure; bread 
the poor muſt have, if poſſible ; to obtain which 
they ſacrifice every thing, becauſe it is the chief 
ſupport, or ſtaff, to themſelves and their innocent 
oftspring. | FO 
As to ſhoes, ſtockings, decent apparel, or a 
great number of things requiſite to the reaſonable 
comfort of life, their attainment will ſoon become 
impoſſible, as our ſtreets will too ſtrongly evince in 
every corner of the metropolis. What were for- 
merly mere reaſonable comforts, will then become 
luxuries, and only ſeen at a diſtance : but all theſe, 
however neceſſary, may not be thought of, but 
the want of bread is ſo eminent a danger, that a 
r ſick man, ſtretched on his truckle, thinks 
neither of a glaſs of wine as a reſtorative, or a me- 
dicine, however neceſſary, it he wants bread for his 
child! the greater malady ſwallows up the leſſer, 

like Aaron's ferpent. 
But we hope, that by the adopting of ſome plan, 


j iſt and efficient, and of magnitude to embrace the 


full extent of the evil, we {hall have no reaſon to 


dwell on ſuch gloomy pictures; if the price of the 
neceſſaries 
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of life were reduced, health will be reſtored to the 
fick, joy will illumine the face of want, the fami- 
lies o the indigent will ſmile, comfort and gladneſs 
reign 1n their hearts, plenty abound in the cottage, 
and this people become truly loyal, when they are 
made happy ! | 

If ſomething efficient is done, the effects would 
be ſo numerous and beneficial, that ſurely it is a 
call on the rich and benevolent particularly to come 
forward at this criſis, and aſſiſt by their power, if 
they have the will, to carry our plan into perma- 
nent effea. It would at once defeat the ſordid arts 
of thoſe peſts of ſociety, who have lately infeſted 
Mark-lane, the Coal-Exchange, &c. By leflening 
the purchaſers in thoſe markets, men poſſeſſed of 
large capitals would not find ſuch enormous profits 
on thoſe neceſſary articles as they do at preſent ; 
the markets would then keep a regular medium as 
formerly; and thoſe vaſt ſums, which are now laid 
out to the injury of the public, would moſt pro- 
bably be employed in extenſive manufactories, &c. 
which, at the ſame time that it ſecured them an 
ample intereſt for their capital, would extend our 
commerce, give employment to the ingenious arti- 
ficer and mechanic, and encreaſe the wealth and 
proſperity of the empire. 

And we hope, that thoſe Societies in whoſe hands 
this publication may chance to be, will weigh 
the ſubject rather than the book; will confider 
it with candour and deliberation, not as a mere 
ſpeculation or idle novelty, but as a ſubſtantial 
good, which has been repeatedly proved by expe- 
riments, on a ſmall ſcale ; yet, though ſmall, ſuf- 
ficient to form a leading idea towards letting the 
mind to work to digeſt ſomething more enlarged, 
more promiſing and capable of applying to the 
exigency. i 
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Jo conclude, we have addreſſed this letter the 
more particularly to the Benefit Societies, on ac- 
count of their numbers, reſpectability, and the 
rank which they fill in the commonwealth. From 
their numbers, zeal, power, intelligence, and a 
ſufficient fund for the importation, and other 
contingent expences, might certainly be expect- 
ed; from their reſpectability, permanence, honor, 
and an example which would probably be fol- 
lowed by other bodies, corporate or not; from 
their rank, among the level, or middling claſſes of 
the community, may be fully expected that ſtrong 
intereſt, which can alone inſure unanimity. This 
intereſt muſt be further conſidered; for, in the 
inſtance of the Benefit Societies, our plan, would 
create a mutual zeal, and good-will ; their endea- 
vours, wilhes, and advantages, would be all alike ; 
if thoſe concerned conſiſted of any ſuppoſed num- 
ber, their end would ſtill be the fame, and it 
muſt be admitted. that if in ſome points a very 
numerous body were not exactly cordial, yet, 
that no propoſal can be more promiſing in reſpect 
of union. 

But although this propoſal is addrefled to the 
Benefit Societies, for the reaſons above mentioned, 
it would no lels poſſeſs the ſame beneficial conſe- 
quences to any other deſcription of people ; a hun- 
dred, or more, houſekeepers might unite in the 
ſame, or a ſimiliar plan, as they often do to much 
worſe purpoſes, as in lotteries, in which miſchiev- 
ous ſpeculation, thouſands are every year ventured, 
without any very reaſonable proſpect of an adequate 
return for the ſums expended; where the odds 
are evidently againſt them, and a man wins by 
miracle. 

For this immoral, this unjuſtifiable purſuit, we 
find clubs uniting every year, all over the town 

and 
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and the country, the victims of their dreams and 
idle expectations. If then, they thus unite for ſo 
filly a purpoſe, why not join hand and heart to 
proſecute a plan, ſuch as we have propoſed, to im- 
port their own wheat, ſtore, — and diſtribute 
a 


it cheaply to their numerous families, become their 
own coal-merchants, &c. a plan, the excellency of 
which would not depend upon the turning of a 
lottery wheel, and the jumbling of blanks and 
prizes, where a few capital prizes are thinly ſcattered 
through a mountain of blanks ; but would aſſur- 
edly lead to a certain, unequivocal benefit, where 
every man might be ſure of a prize, without the 
chance, or even poſſibility of being thrown into 
deſpair. , 

Combinations among the journeymen would be 
done away ; ſuch a Plan would ſuperſede many 
things which have happened of a diſagreeble na- 
ture ; one of the greateſt and wiſeſt efforts of Power 
is ſurely to endeavour to make the ſubje& happy; 
they never can be ſo if they want bread ; all that 
ever aimed at the true intereſt and happineſs of a 
Nation, never failed in reaping a plentiful harveſt 
of national gratitude and eſteem. Obedience ſhould 
rather follow love than fear; and it has ever been, 
and ever will be found, that the beſt ſtrength o a 
Government is built on the love of the Commu— 
nity. Another evil, the prefent alarming riots, 
would be no more heard of; theſe diſgraceful ca- 
lamities are now raging in ſixteen or twenty of our 
chief trading and manufacturing towns; the foun- 
tain-head, the very pure ſpring of commerce, is 
dry ing up, and threatens national evil of gigantic 
magnitude. Numbers have been dragged to priſons, 
of the miſguided multitude, ſome have been killed, 
more wounded, and theſe ſad viſtations have not 
terminated ! 

Finally, 
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Finally, that a great, diſtreſſing, and-impreſſive' 
evil exiſts, in the difficulty the working poor find 
in getting bread for themſelves, and their children, 
is univerſally ſcen; felt, heard, and underſtood; it 

is univerſally admitted, that ſome RRxMHpD r muſt 

be applied to the growing malady ; ſomething muſt 

be done inſtantly to alleviate the ferment z a fer- 
ment ariſing from a complaint the moſt natural and 
juſtifiable, the want of bread ; a complaint that 
demands every tenderneſs; a complaint the moſt 
impreſſive and effecting; pervading every cottage, 

and tavaging the country and the metropolis. 

If the PrAx which we have propoſed, or ſome 

one as eligible be adopted, we moſt ſincerely hope 
that it may be done at once; no time is to be loſt 

the enemy, Hunger, is at our doors; it muſt be 
repelled, with energy, ſooner than the common 
enemy; and that whatever is done, may be done 

in peace. IE: 4 1 


THE END. 


Davrxrokr, Printer, - 
6, George's Court, St. John's Gate. 


